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ne day Linda found Michelle 
Beaudoin on the street crying 
because her little dog had been 
taken from her. It had to go back to her 
parents’ house, because it couldn’t cope 
with Michelle’s street life. But Michelle 
was coping, somehow. 
Then recently came the bad news. 
On March 8 outside Tucson, Arizona 
they found the body of a young girl, 
months after it had been dumped out on 
the desert. She had been murdered, like- 
ly the August before. She was only 16. 


Two years ago Our Voice published a 


RS RES 


SR ee eae ae 
Michelle Beaudoin 


warm, sometimes in stairwells or parkades 
and she liked eating. She was on her own, 
very independent and proud of her ability to 
care for herself. She earned money as a 
busker, using jingo sticks and playing pool, a 
game at which she excelled. 

Linda says no one knows for sure how 
Michelle had gotten to Arizona. Had she 
hitch-hiked off to see the world? Or was she 
taken there some other, very awful, way. We 
don’t know. 

A former teacher remembers Michelle as “a 
sweetheart. She never had a chance, she was 
too trusting.” 


short profile Linda Dumont had written on the teenage girl Our condolences to all of Michelle's friends and family. 


who was living on Edmonton 


Bissell Centre, Edmonton 
Edmonton City Centre Church 


Corporation, Edmonton ack is a Calgarian who may be taking the 
—— Design: government to court. He's one of many 
Weer al Contry wdieoe: Albertans who were involuntarily sterilized 
Michael Waiters ver the years of the Eugenics Board in the 
rovince. Now he's one of the hundreds who is 
1-888-428-4001 oe Binet Rls 
fighting for compensation. He's in the midst of 
Bissell Centre the legal process now, and wanted to tell some 
10527-96 Street « Edmonton » of his story, but he also wanted his identity to be 
TSH 2H >. protected. These are hhisown words: —_s_ 
Phone: 428-4001 + Fax: 497-7077 When I was fifteen I was sterilized. I \ 
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ie around so many times. 


OUR VOICE is a member of the away from you. 
North American Street 


3 Cua Voice 


streets. She was keeping Keith Wiley and Linda Dumont 


J When | was fifteen I was 
ee Sterilized... It turned my life around 


ward of the government, and | guess they fig- 
ured if you are a slow learner, not to have kids 
they won't produce more people like us. That 
Office at the Calgary Native was in Red Deer at the Michener Centre. I had 
Friendship Centre + |40-2nd been there for six and a half years. I didn't get 
Avenue SW * Calgary, AB * out until I was twenty three. It was a dumping 
ground, the government had no place for me to 
go. I was put up for adoption and no one would 


OUR VOICE is published to adopt me. 

provide an income opportunity Seat 

for economically marginalized I was in nineteen foster homes before they 
people in our society while even shipped me to RedDeer. Some of it was 
sep a really bad and some of it was really good times. 
LLNS I can hardly remember half the places I was 


in, because I was so small and I was shipped 


tion, please contact OUR VOICE 
at 421-7966. I went to a halfway house, a group home in 
Edmonton. | was alright. I got a job and worked 
JUNE 1998 at the International Airport in Edmonton, | was 
Vol. 5 No.6 a janitor. 
When did you find out you were sterilized? 

OUR VOICE welcomes your contribu- : 
tion. Letters sent to the editor are When they prepared me for an operation that 
assumed to be for publication, unless I didn't know I was having. They shaved my 
ee genitals. After I was told what it was for. | felt 
hose on IBM or Mac compatible cone not that great. It turned my life around. 
ticle: oa ipa a ote It's hard to explain, there's a lot of feelings. I 
artwork, OUR VOICE cannot accept Se , ; 
responsibility for any submission. No had girlfriends, when I had relationships I told 
part of this newspaper may be repro- them I was sterilized, and the relationships did- 
ise eaaiiy Hacpinibsalagys 't last that long. It doesn't make me feel good. 
permission from OUR VOICE ies 8 oS - 
Opinions expressed in this newspaper _‘/f you get married and that, eventually they wil 
are not necessarily those of OUR want kids. When you tell them you were steril- 
VOICE, the editors or publishers. ized when you were young it kind of turns them 


Newspaper Association NASNA I've been across this country 21 times, I do a 
lot of travelling cause I just can't settle down. 


How did it affect your life? 


ee EDMONTON PUBLIC SCHOCKS 


ARCHIVES & MUSEUM 


"More than a touch of class” 


For information; 422-1970 | 
or 493.9006 code 6096 


Whoever 
loves the 
Lord 
makes 
true 


Look at where I am now. I'm not Donna / TEDCHER friends. 


that great. It's affected my life in that | 
can't settle down and be married to 
someone.I|'d rather have a family just 
like everybody else, and I can't. 


Strathcona Baptist Church 


439 - 3654 8318-104 Street 


Sundays 11: 00 am. 
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Watch for the new 
Waste Calendar 


The City of Edmonton’s 1998/99 Waste Calendars were delivered to 
households throughout May. It shows collection days in your area and is a 
good source of information on handling waste and recyclables. 


Did You-Know.... 


* All Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) is accepted at the Eco Station at no 
charge! That's right - unused paint, motor oil, car batteries, oven cleaners, 
antifreeze and similar HHW should be taken to the Eco Station. 


* You can also drop off your household recyclables and bulky household 
waste such as sofas, hot water tanks, brush, tires, rubble, fridges, lumber, 


etc. (charges apply). 


The Eco Station is located at 5150 - 99 Street and is open 
year-round from 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. Tuesday - Saturday. 


THE CITY OF 
MONON 2.287 
AND PUBLIC WORKS 


WASTE MANAGEMENT 


sit 


Bonnie S. asked "'! have a home, my husband 
works, neither of us drink, but still we cannot get 
our children back. Though I see so many people 
who are far less stable than we are with serious 
addictions issues who have custody of their chil- 
dren. Why are there so many inconsistencies? " 


Ralph Klein responds: It is difficult to comment on 
a specific case without knowing the circumstances, 
I can tell you that Child Welfare works with 
families to ensure the safety of children who need 
protection. Professional social workers carefully 
consider all the facts before removing a child from 
a home and it's not an easy decision to make. 
Ultimately, it's a court decision whether or not the 
child will remain outside the home. | would 
encourage you to work with your social worker to 
resolve your issues and discuss possible options. If 
you know of any children who might be at risk, 
please call the Child Abuse Hotline at 422-2001. 


Reg Sinclair asked: "When are you going to stop 
making the poor pay the rich man's debt? " 


Ralph Klein responds: Alberta has cut taxes for low 
and middle-income earners and their families. Cuts 
beginning this year mean thousands more Alberta 
families will no longer pay provincial income tax. 


Lower rates taking effect in July will give all families 


the lowest tax regime in the country. 


Ron, unemployed because of illness, asked: 
"When is the government going to finally realize 
that people are our most valuable resource and 
design programs that give people the opportunity 
to take responsibility for their lives, rather than 
throwing unaimed dollars at Social Service pro- 
grams that keep people caught in the system? " 


Ralph Klein responds: We are already doing this. 
We fund many programs that actively support 
families who are striving to remain independent. 
Our welfare program provides training, and 
education and encourages people to find work. 
With this focus, the welfare caseload in Alberta has 
dropped from over 96,000 in 1993 to 34,000 today. 
These results show how important it is to help 
people be self-sufficient so they don't fall into a 
cycle of depending on the govenment for support. 
We will continue to ensure there is help for those 
who need it. 


Darlene, single mother of three, living on $700 a 
month, asked: Why are single parents forced to 
live on next to nothing while a politician's hotel 
room on a business trip, paid for by the taxpayer, 
could comparably feed a family for a week? 


Ralph Klein responds: Government officials must 
sometimes travel to do business on behalf of 
taxpayers. We don't expect them to pay out of their 
own pockets. That's why we reimburse them for 
expenses, including hotels, as long as the expenses 
are reasonable and justified, We also recognize that 
there are Albertans who need support and we are 
focussing our efforts on programs like the Alberta 


Our Voice writer Michael Walters took ten 


questions from people on the street to 
Premier Ralph Klein's office to get the 
answers straight from the Premier. Rather 
than the interview he had hoped for, the 


Premier's office asked him to send in the 


answers for each of these tough questions 


asked by people from the inner city. 


Family Employment Tax Credit and a new health 
program for children in low-income families. We 
also offer health care premium subsidies and child 
care subsidies for low-income families and there are 
many educational opportunities such as student 
grants and assistance available. 


Ernie Ross asked: Why did you support the gay 
rights ruling when so many of your constituents 
were against it? 
Ralph Klein responds: It was the right thing to do. 
The Supreme Court of Canada ruling gave no 
special rights to anyone. It merely said that gays 
could take complaints of discrimination to the 
human rights commission. 


Brad Ely: How can you justify cutting 500 million 
from education and health care and then only 
put 300 million back in and still feel like a hero? 


Ralph Klein responds: We had to reduce waste, 
overlap and duplication in the health and education 
systems, which are two of our biggest spending 
areas. We reduced the number of health and school 
boards to save administration costs and are 
committed to maintaining spending on front-line 
medical care and classroom needs. We have 
reinvested $650 million in health over the past 
three years. We will put another $540 million into 
education in the next three years, including money 
for buildings. 


LL 
Brenda, who lives on the street, asked: Is it really 
your fault or are you powerless to the wealthy? 
Are you doing what _you're told? 


Ralph Klein responds: We listen to Albertans and are 
guided by what they say. It was Albertans who told 
us to balance the budget, pay down the debt and 
focus our priorities on health and education. This is 
what we are doing. 


Mary King: You say you listen. You say you care. 
Just who are you listening to and who do you 
care about? 


Ralph Klein responds: I'm listening to Albertans. | 
care about the things Albertans do and what they 
want -jobs, a strong economy, fiscal responsibility 
and strong health care and education systems. 


Colleen Bird, who lives on the street, asks: Would 
you be shocked to hear that most of the people 
you cut off of welfare have been forced to live on 
the streets? | am one of them. I'm not lazy or 
physically ill, but wouldn't you agree that it's 
really hard to climb out of the rut of poverty 
when our society is designed to support people 
who are already rich? 


Ralph Klein responds: | know it's hard to get back 


on your feet. But being on welfare isn't the 


eople on welfare the training and 
education they need to find a job. We've also been 
looking at ways to give people who aren't on weltare 
more support through tax credits and other 
initiatives. But the best thing we've done is to foster 
a strong economy that creates jobs and 
opportunities for everyone. Ultimately, having a job 
is the best way to get back on your feet -and more 
Albertans have jobs than do people anywhere else in 
Canada. 


Ed has been living on the or close to the streets 
for 20 years, and volunteers to help when he can. 
He asked: Could you please come to the inner 
city and see for yourself, the people who are 
starving and suffering, see the jam packed shel- 
ters and agencies, the number of people on the 
streets with nowhere to go?This is our home and 
you as our leader are welcome here. 


Ralph Klein responds: I have an opportunity to visit 
inner city areas in our province and I've seen the 
complex issues facing homeless people. The 
solutions aren't simple. Many homeless people face 
difficult personal circumstances and as well as the 
challenges of finding a job, a stable income and 
adequate accommodation. We fund many homeless 
shelters, outreach agencies and other programs and 
services to help support people in need. We are also 
bringing in tax credits and health benefits to help 
people remain self-sufficient. Our efforts to provide 
a strong economy that generates jobs are also moves 
to support homeless Albertans so that no one has to 
live on the streets. 
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NIGHTHAWK Manufacturing Inc. 
“Your One Stop Cushion Shop” 


Electronic Heat Sealing * Quality Wheelchair Upholstery 
Cushions and Accessories 


#2-51331 Range Road 224 
Sherwood Park, AB 
Canada T8C 1H3 


Phone (403) 922-4882 
Fax (403) 922-4451 
1-800-661-6247 
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vA Public Education Works... 


Completing high school 


more chance of a job 


increased income 


Staying in school 
isa 
smart economic move. 


@®B te Alberta Teachers’ Association 


ERMINESKIN-TRIBAL_ 
ENTERPRISES 


Bigway Foods Ermineskin Blankets Maskwachees Mall 
585-3000 585-4262 585-2600 


Gas Bar 
585-2498 


Garments & Crafts 
585-3750 


Building Supplies 
585-2165 


“We encourage all native students 


in their pursuit of knowledge and education.” 
BOX 219, HOBBEMA, ALBERTA TOC 1NO 
1-800-851-5605 


KAPOWN CENTRE 


SS SS SR Be eee eee 
Rehabilitation & Treatment Centre 
Chemical dependency services directed toward 
people 16 years of age and older 
« Minimum 6 week residential program. « 
¢ Continuous intake. e 24-hour in-patient care. « 


Kapown Centre Box 40 
Grouard, Alberta TOG ICO 
(403) 751-3921 FAX: 751-3831 ar 
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Ecole Father Leo Green School 
————— 


In school 

YMCA We welcome | 
Kindercare you to visit | 
program our school! 
available. 


Kindergarten Program: 
Learning through Play, Building a Strong Foundation of ; 
Skills, Knowledge and Attitude for Life. 


7512-144 Ave. FREUD < 
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Talking TELL US WHAT YOU THINK. 
Bah cat and eave your comment: -888-428-400 I tot Fre 


Thumbs down to the 
colourless cover 


Thank you readers for the feedback on the 
black and white cover of the May issue. “I think 
the black and white looks fine. It looks great,” one 


reader said, but added: “At first I didn’t know if it 
was the same paper.” 


Another person called in to say that the lack of 


colour really lost the Our Voice magazine’s identi- 
ty, and it wasn’t recogizable. 


Still another reader called to ask why the ven- 
dors have to pay as much as 60 cents for each 
copy, more than a daily newspaper. A good ques- 
tion, but there’s a simple answer in the lack of 


economies of very small scale. Even though we 
trim costs to the bone, even by forgoing colour 
on the cover, the 60 cents doesn’t come close to 
covering costs. Even with the support of all the 
generous advertisers, Our Voice still struggles 

Incidentally, we agreed, as did the vendors, 
that the black and white colour was NOT a suc- 
cess and did detract from the magazine’s recog- 
nizability on the street, a very important factor 
for a street sold publication. 

Thank you very much for your comments. We 
would encourage you to tell us more and fill in 
the survey on the back cover and attach any com- 
ments or suggestions you may have. 

KW managing editor 


COMMEN = 


CLASSISM 


by L. Janet Dowling 


hile working as a secretary, at 
the very bottom of the office 
ATURE RR 


this Many time s and found it \ 
hurtful. ' 1 do not care if ] ever own a 
home in Riverbend, but I do care when 
people do not treat me with respect. 


Some of the worst culprits are universi- 
ty-educated people. I almost feel like ask- 
ing them if they went there to become 
enlightened or to become narrow-minded 
and pompous. Many fail to realize that 
people can educate themselves about 
many things and that "street smarts" and 
a true understanding of human nature 
can not be learned from a textbook. 
Some of the people who have left an 
indelible mark on the world were failures 
as formal scholars. 


Universities and colleges do not grant 
intelligence. The Creator does. Here are 
some examples from my own personal 
life, of what I am trying to explain. I am 
very interested in the French language 
and have taken evening courses at the 
University of Alberta and correspondence 
courses through Athabasca University. 

My partner is French-Canadian and I have 
learned much just from being around 
him. Without even realizing it my French 
vocabulary has expanded. 'While work- 


ing in a government office, I received a 
phone call from someone in Quebec who 


_ did not speak very much English and | 


h people round so 
ai 


the > were no Frent | 


proceeded to communicate in French. 
After I got off the phone, one of the man- 
agers turned to me and said, "You, (stress- 
ing you), can do that." Why shouldn't I be 
able to? Do I look like the village idiot? 

On another occasion, while at an office 
Christmas party, which I detest, because I 
am forced to socialize with people who 
think that they are better than I am, I was 
sitting quietly saying nothing. One of the 
managers asked me why I was so quiet. | 
said "oh, I am just in a pensive mood." He 
nudged his neighbour and said sarcastical- 
ly, "Now she is using big words." I -_ 
don't think "pensive" is that "big" o 
word. Besides why should he assume ae 
I have a limited vocabulary? Am I not 
allowed to use certain words in the dictio- 
nary without first being accorded a uni- 
versity degree? 

It seems that people are defined entirely 
by what they do for a living. Many feel 
that all of their needs should be met 
through their work. I would like to think 
that many of us are more complicated 
than this. | wish that more people would 
start thinking before they stick labels on 
someone, for any reason. @ 


Spring Celebrations 


The glorious sun, the spring sun, has gilded our lives with beauty, light and 
life. And, may I say it, love. 

There is great joy in celebrating the winter snow and its blinding brightness, 
the laziness of sultry summers, or the sharp crispness of fall. But the new green 
growth pushing, forcing itself around the sidewalk blocks, dancing up quick, 
dandelion gold manes, this is so holy and special. 


How poor and desperate you would be not to celebrate the season of life. Yet 
there are many too hurt, too baffled, to relish this. We pray they too may glory 
in this sunshine. See how fast the trees have greened their full foliage. Bathe in 
the cool waters. Soak up the season. This is blessed upon you, and upon me, 
from the world. 


Premier Klein hears it from the street 


his credit, Premier Ralph Klein and his office, responded to Michael 
Walter’s request from Our Voice for an interview. Michael's concept was to 
get questions straight from “the street”, from people who are homeless or 
living in real poverty and hardship. These are people who don’t often get a 
chance to ask the Premier anything. He wanted to give them that chance, a 
voice, to ask the questions. Accordingly, he didn’t screen the questions, but 
communicated them directly to the Premier's office. 


And they asked pretty tough questions. 


“Why are single parents forced to live on next to nothing?...” asked Darlene 


Ron is unemployed because of illness. “When is the government going to 
realize that people are the most valuable resource?...” he wanted to know. 

Michael didn’t get the face-to-face interview he was looking for. Fair enough, 
exclusive interviews with the Premier aren’t there for everyone. But we did get 
the Premier's response to all ten of the questions. You'll have to judge those 
answers for yourself. 

The questions, and the answers, highlight some issues that are worth looking 
into more deeply. In the coming months we are going to be looking for some 
thoughtful commentary on the questions from the street, and on the Premier's 
responses. Watch for these commentaries, they should prove to be very inter- 
esting. 


Who needs help, who doesn’t? 


e had quite a shock this month. The discussion 
Wes the panhandlers on our streets is getting 
rather heated. And part of the debate is about 
whether the people panhandling need the money or are just 
out for “kicks”. 
Some of these young people are just scamming money for 
smokes, the argument goes. 


But some of them aren’t. Two years ago we did a story on 
Michelle who was then fifteen and living on the streets, 
sleeping in stairwells, in parkades, wherever she could find. 


This month we learned of her death. She’d gone from 
panning on the street to somehow ending up near Tuscon, 
Arizona, murdered. Michelle Beaudoin didn’t look any differ- 
ent on the street from another teenager. She didn’t look 
more needy, or necessarily more seedy. 


She evidently did need our help. And that’s why we think 
it’s just plain hard to judge. 


Keith Wiley 
Top photo: Heather Slade, Cartoon Andy Phillpotts 


AND NO TIME TO CROSS 
THE STREET EITHER! 
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What to do 
with our energy! 


ecently the Old Strathcona Business Association (OSBA) set forth to rid 
Rive Avenue, Edmonton’s busiest strip, of panhandlers. Panhandlers, of 
ourse, are people who ask us for money as we walk down the street, 
beggars. The OSBA says it has received countless complaints about aggressive 
panhandling. These complaints are of course coming from people who go to 
Whyte Avenue for its many services, but now say they will never return. 


The panhandlers are very poor people with little other means of getting 
money. For any countless number of reasons, they have been left with little alter- 
native but to beg for money on the street. Begging has always been a reality in 
industrial society , just as there have always been people living on the streets and 
eating from dumpsters. After all these centuries you would think that a society 
such as ours, one that can put probes on Mars and clone sheep, would be able to 
avoid having so many people living in poverty. 

There are many reasons people have to beg on the street in order to meet their 
needs. We can point our fingers in any number of directions. But we try not to 
directly point them at the individuals in need. That of course is the easy way out. 
It’s easy to blame the people who are aggressive as they panhandle. I suppose I 

ould be aggressive too, if I was as desperate as many panhandlers are. I can't 

It’s absolutely no surprise that people in these desperate situations would go to 
Whyte Avenue either. It is the busiest area in the city with sidewalks. People who 
go there have money. People are obviously not going to panhandle in the inner 
city. But this is a problem for merchants on Whyte Avenue. These people are 
hurting their business. They're driving away customers and keeping them away. 
That is not good. Something had to be done. So the merchants got together and 
put a lot of energy into solving the problem. After numerous meetings the solu- 
tion was to get rid of the panhandlers, to somehow drive them away. Out of 
sight, out of mind? Absolve the guilt? It'll work. 

There’s no denying the fact that the OSBA and the committee of Merchants 
worked hard to achieve this solution. 
So the panhandlers will be forced to 
ask for change elsewhere. Their prob- 
lems are not solved. They are still des- 
perate and poor. They still need 
money. Is the problem really solved? 
The OSBA and the merchants have 
focused their energies on solving their 
own problems, not on solving the 
larger problem, in this case the reality 
of people begging on the streets. But 
they are business owners, not mis- 
sionaries, right? They are not obligat- 
ed to fix our crumbling society or to 
worry about people who have to beg 
for money. | suppose when it comes 
down to it, none of us have to feel 
obligated. But that neglect of other 
people is going to keep more and 
more people begging on our streets. 
And for some reason we'll keep on 
feeling guilty. 


EEK! 
A PANHANDLER! 


Michael Walters 
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Ar 1CO Instruments Ltd. 


“Working for a better tomorrow” 


9241 - 35 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T6E S5Y1 


process control specialists 


Bel-MK Engineering Ltd. 


CALGARY EDMONT GRANDE PRAIRIE BANFF 
ENVIRONMENTAL cNORECANG MUNICIPAL ENGINEERING 


* Pre-Purchase Environmental * Water & Waste Water Systems 

Audits & Assessments * Infrastructure Rehabilitation/Upgrading 
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ednesday May 6th was a day full of 
smiles and congratulations as the 
CANDORA Society celebrated its 10th 
anniversary with an open house, reunion and 
ceremony at the Abbottsfield Mall. Dozens of 
community members, workers and guests 
gathered to recognize everything CANDORA has 
accomplished in the past decade and to thank the 
people who made it possible. 

CANDORA takes a wide-angle approach to help- 
ing the members of the community. The society 
claims to have no quick fix and its members believe 
that a whole range of services are needed over a 
long-term for there to be a lasting positive impact. 


points out that one of the best things about the 
Society is that it is multi-faceted. "Our pride is that 
we are holistic, it is the little things sometimes that 
make the big difference." CANDORA offers services 
such as the Community Action for Children, a pro- 
gram for preschool children and their families as 
well as crafts and skills training, second language 
learning, parenting courses, clothing exchanges, 
Women's Support Groups, the Employment 
Preparation program as well as many other services. 


The CANDORA Society has its origins in the 
Community Advocacy Project. Several women from 
the communities of Rundle and Abbottsfield came 
together looking for ways to improve the living 
conditions of their community. Initially, money for 
the project was channelled through the 
Abbottsfield Youth Project but in time funding was 
obtained from the Employment Preparation 
Program to encourage gradual re-entry into the 
workplace. This group flourished and the organiza- 
tion was named CANDORA, for "Can Do in Rundle 
and Abbottsfield". 


The CANDORA Society is a not-for-profit organi- 
zation that has been in operation since 1988. It is 
run by a volunteer board of directors. The Society 
promotes positive growth in the lives of women, 
children and families in the community. It recog- 
nizes and provides opportunities for progressive 
learning about important life issues. CANDORA is 
community driven and focuses on individual 
strengths and abilities, the Society's motto is "peo- 
ple helping people" as it seeks to connect people in 
order to increase understanding of each other, 
reduce isolation , build self-worth and enrich the 
community in general. 
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Top Levens Shears, Kevin Paquette and Tania 


Janke, celebrated with CANDORA. 
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At CANDORA things are done differently than at 
many social service agencies that work in a low- 
income environment. Staff are community resi- 
dents; "after all" as Tania Janke says "they are the 
experts on their own life experiences, it is about 
empowerment, we have to give the people the tools 
and they can help themselves." CANDORA does 


chuting in highly paid and degree-decorated sav- 
iours, it has seen transformations take place when a 
group of people have gotten together to address key 
issues, plan out ways to remedy a situation and 
then systematically set out to do it. Often it is the 
process itself that proves most effective as these 
members of the community realize that they do 
have the abilities to make a difference — it fosters a 
greater sense of self-control and ultimately self- 
worth. 

Loretta Shears who has been a long time resident 
of the community commented on how her involve- 
ment with CANDORA has been a positive experi- 
ence; "While I was married I wasn't allowed to have 
any friends and after my divorce I was badly need- 
ing to build up my self esteem, CANDORA helped 
me do this". Besides finding support and friends at 
the Society, Loretta found she became empowered 
in many ways and was able to use her voice to spur 


| on much-needed change in the community. Loretta 


proved to be an excellent community advocate and 
lobbied the city to institute community improve- 
ments such as increased lighting in dark and dan- 
gerous areas. Loretta serves as an example of the 
success that CANDORA has achieved over the past 
10 years and proves that people can help people 
help themselves if they are just given some encour- 


| agement and an opportunity. 


CANDORA and its key supporters, both past 
and present, have allowed the people of Rundle 
and Abbottsfield to live in a more supportive and 
more empowered community, a place where real 
people are helping real people to have a better qual- 
ity of life. @ 

Francis O’Malley 


week to make ends meet, but it’s 
definitely not what I could be 
doing.Who would want to work 
in that smoke-filled environ- 
ment? Its terrible on your sys- 
tem. And what about food, do 


time, it seems to change what I think about me. | like 
who | am (most of the time), and money and a big 
career would take away what I like most about being 
me. 

I like writing songs. I like taking my dog for a walk. 
I like volunteering as much as I can for local artists 
and the local campus radio station. | like doing a lot 
of things in my life, and I don't see how I would need 
anything else to keep me happy; especially not 
money. I'm happy being a nobody in the economic 
stature of Canada. My mom, on the other hand, 
dreams one day that I will be successful. My Dad still 
tries to get me to come down to NAIT so I could learn 
a trade and really begin to apply myself. I am applying 
myself, at being the person I want to be. That person 
just happens to be poor. # 


live?" my mother always asks. 
Barely. But do I care? 

There are unfortunately a lot of restrictions on you 
when you choose to be poor; the first being your liv- 
ing arrangement. My last house was a 5 bedroom dive 
for $800 a month with six of us living there. 
Collecting $150 from six poor people once a month 
for rent and bills is an excruciating ordeal, but for 
some reason, | was put in charge. The house itself was 
continually falling apart with a landlord waiting to 
buy the whole block of houses so he could tear them 
down and build condos. After collecting the scraps of 
5 and 10 dollar bills and presenting them to the land- 
lord, I would usually have enough to 
feed my dog and my cat, but I would 
usually have to go and sell something 
of mine for food for me. Other reserva- 
tions that you have to make when 
you're poor are little things like clothing 
and personal hygiene. I make it a habit 
only to buy used clothing, only to buy 
cheap cleaning products and to raid my 
parent's house for supplies whenever | 
can. 


BY BRENT OLIVER 


ver since | can remember, my mother wanted me 
KE: be successful. I think everyone's mother hopes 

that for their child, but my mom's version of 
success has become far different than mine. 


Brent Oliver is an Edmonton-area musician and writer. 


"Don't you want to be a doctor when you grow 
up?" she would ask, "They make lots of money." I did- 
n't really like the idea of blood or the insides of people 
so the answer was usually no. "What about a scientist 
then? You can work with your father." My father 
worked, and still works, at NAIT as an administration 
head, but he used to be an engineer. The thoughts of 
my father going to the same place, at the same time, 
everyday for 30 years didn't really thrill me that 
much. "How about working on computers then? 
Maybe you could repair things, you know, like stere- 
os." There, I felt my calling. I wanted nothing to do 
with the inner workings of a stereo. No, | wanted to 
play music. | always seemed to enjoy classes like 
English and Band even though I received higher 
marks in Physics. | have been through university, got 
honors in high school and used my skills through my 
life. But still, | am poor. 


I found myself looking through the 
careers section of the Journal one Saturday. 
I was qualified for almost all the jobs 
(computer experience, good references, 
volunteer experience, university educa- 
tion), but when it came down to seeing 


I choose to be poor. I work at a bar three nights a 


This is the 2nd Installment of Lance’s per- 
sonal story from his diary. Following our 
April story on mental illness, we are giving 
space for Lance’s own words, which he says 
is the best way to describe what he contin- 
ues to go through. 

father, who I was 

now fairly sure 

was simply one of 


my uncles and the 


uncle who I was staying with began to 
talk to each other just beyond where 
they figured I could hear them. They 
were saying things like... 


"It should be impossible for him to 
remember far back, how is it possible 
that he can know so much and remem- 
ber so much? How can he remember his 
name after all we did to him. Maybe his 
memory is returning and there's noth- 
ing we can do about it." 


I again almost lost the memory of 
these conversations that I'd overheard 
when I was given medication for 
Paranoid Schizophrenia the next 
February. 


From August to the following 
February | had begun a post hypnotic 
slide into fracturing myself in the 
unconscious and polar regions of my 
mind. It was a preprogrammed doom 
awaiting me if I began to recover mem- 
ory of what happened to members of 
my immediate family two decades pre- 
vious. It's a story so far out of it's time 


frame that it couldn't possibly be believ- 
able. 


So far in all the imbalance I have 
been put through, which was aided by 
certain medications, by those small pro- 
grammed pieces of my subconscious 
and my super-conscious having been 
pressed into me a layer at a time, each 
set of programmed responses became 
more confusing. It's like clear cutting at 
rotting forest, sorting out all of the 
falsely placed clues in hopes of finding 
the ones that bore some semblance of 
reality. | have been able to discover 
some truths as fact. 

Here is a list of what I do believe to 
be facts according to memory and what 
I believe to be true based on actions and 
knowledge since gathered. 


I woke in August '94 calling myself 


myself working for someone else for a long 


Jesus. I have no religious connection, I 
was availed by the programmed 
responses to call myself this. 


I began to speak of images and to 
questions those around me as to the far 
past. I had no fear of the unknown in 
the words, actions and expressions of 
the older persons around me. Their 
reactions were showing a blatant fear of 
me knowing and recalling, and of the 
past coming back to haunt them. They 
demonstrated timid fear of me raising 
my voice or suddenly asking questions 
about the forbidden past. 


Then I began to break the program- 
ming. 

I remember entering my father's 
house in Bassano and discovering three 
British Columbia birth certificates in 
the September of 1986. I didn’t truly 


realize what they were, but I had been 
issued a new birth certificate in March 
of '85 at which point I was spoken to 
with a word intended specifically to 
blank out the date of my birth. The new 
birth certificate was inaccurate. (It was a 
post-hypnotic command word.) Many 
methods were used to force me to for- 
get. They said it was a mistake, doing 
this in case I was unable to forget which 
I did, until the memories returned. 


So I believe years of my life were 
wiped from my memory and I was 
given a new point of birth based on a 
story constructed by people who feared 
what I could remember. But I could 
never really seem to forget all of those 
years. 

I started recovering inconsistencies 
such as, in June of 1990, I stopped in 
Blackfalds. to take a wander through a 
piece of my supposed childhood. I came 
across.a walk up that | remembered liv- 
ing in. I sat on the ground and stared at 
the exterior. A man approached me 
who had been raking leaves. He asked 
me of my interest in the building. I told 
him that I used to live there and when. 
He called me a liar and said I was crazy. 
He had been living there for a baker's 
dozen of years. 


Then the most important and most 
frightening memory of all came back to 
me. Right then. It was amazing and 
very shocking. # 
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Patty Tachynski, B.Sc., R.D. 


Sports Nutritionist (403) 917-0703 


The Mask 


The frozen chiseled features 
The eyes as cold as steel 

The beaten scarred remainder 
of a soul too bruised to heal 


-There’s another and another | 


Could it be we’re all the same 


or are these cold hard masks we’re wearing 
just holding back relentless pain 


Many hours on the sidewalk 
Watching them as they watch me 
Staring back from eyes of stoneware 
But was that a tear I let them see 


Then someone asks me if I’m lonely 

or if there’s something I want to talk about 
When I can’t let her inside 

She gently guides me out 


Then the miracle of springtime 
Happens right before our eyes 

My mask hits the cement and shatters 
and I let her hear my silent cries 


She tells me that when I leave here 

Not to turn around to see 

because maybe it’s the tears I’ve cried here 
That have finally set me free. 


by Cheryl Kaisawatium 


Our Voice accepts poetry submis- 
sions but unfortunately not all poet- 
ry may be published. Please send 
only a copy of your poetry, as sub- 
missions are not returned. Poetry 


editor is Michael Walters. 


Iron House of Madness 


Iron house of madness 

is my mother 

She stood in the centre 

of square, heavy, thick, gray metal 
slabs. 


lifted them up 
rivited them together at the edges 
forming an impenitrable cabe 


»y force of will, 


of psychic protection. 

She left only a small bullet proof 
glass window, 

to sometimes look out of. 

Safe inside she commanded 

her army of children 

to fight her battles, 

to win her wars, 

protect her homefront. 

I almost built one like it, 

but I escaped 

dissolved with my trust 

so I could look out at the world 
all of the time 

with no metal slabs before my eyes. 


by Kasandra Caldwell 


Victory 


At the bottom of the desert valley 
canyon 

there is a suncooked field of 
bedrock, 

it is there that the roses stand up 

and salute you as their inspiration 

for showing beauty in such hostile 

surroundings. 


by Francis O’Malley 


METIS CHILD AND FAMILY 


SERVICES SOCIETY 
10437-123 Street Edmonton, AB TSN 1N8 


PROVIDING SOCIAL SERVICES PROGRAMS TO CHILDREN, YOUTH AND 
FAMILIES IN THE COMMUNITY 
— WE CAN HELP - 
— YoU CAN HELP - 
METIS AND ABORIGINAL FOSTER FAMILIES ARE NEEDED TO PROVIDE 
TEMPORARY CARE TO CHILDREN OF ABORIGINAL DESCENT. 


Start a new career in 


Business Marketing and Management 
Register NOW for September 22nd 


Job No 1 at MarTech College is to train people for business 


Amorous organgutan out of kissing contest 


There's been a lot at kissing going on of late. In 


be dangerous, Mr Lim decided to abandon the bur- 


Detroit, a couple broke the world kissing record by 
snogging solidly for 29 hours. "Kissing's the best," 
slurped one of them. That was not the opinion of 
Chinese burglar Quen Lim, who spent five hours 
locked in a passionate embrace with a romantic 
orang-utan. Trouble started when Mr Lim broke 
into a mansion on the outskirts of Beijing. "I was in 
the bedroom," he recalled, "when I heard something 
behind me. I swung round and saw a large orang- 
utan sitting on the bed." Fearful the creature might 


glary. As soon as he moved, however, the ape leapt 
at him and began smothering his face in kisses. He 
tried to push it off, but it wasn't to be gainsaid and, 
dragging him onto the bed, it clasped him in a 
backbreaking hug, keeping him thus until the house 
owner returned four hours later and had him arrest- 
ed. If he doesn't like being fondled by big hairy 
monsters," chuckled one policeman, "he's going to 
have a bad time in prison." 


Feeling better as God than as John Wayne 


People have been wearing the strangest things. In 
New York, a man has been wandering around 
dressed in Coca Cola cans. More bizarre have been 
the sartorial antics of Dutch accountant Willem 
Crabb, who's been getting some funny looks recent- 
ly vad sie ssing up as God. Mr ¢ tabb 34 of Arnhem 


he explained. "Before that I was very into Tt 
outfits. | wanted an entirely new look." The one he 


settled on, after some experimentation, consisted of 
a billowing white robe, a white wig and beard, and a 
large flash of lightning made out of cardboard, in 
which attire he's been going to work each morning, 
shopping and basically conducting life in a perfectly 
normal fashion has 


Reaction to his image change 


by one old lady. "I fee as God," he said 
"Much better than I did as John Wayne." 


Diner says listen up: or I'll lend you my eat 


It's been an interesting week for tips. In Chicago, 
Bruce Springsteen left $200 for waiters in an Italian 
restaurant. More unusual were events in Peru, 
where a customer left a tip consisting of one of his 
ears. "Things were manic when he came in," recalled 
a waitress at The Grove restaurant in Lima. "The 
place was full and we were rushed off our feet." After 
being kept waiting for an hour the man was eventu- 
ally shown to a table, where he waited another hour 
before his order was taken. When his food finally 


Remember don’t dance until you've sold the stash 


Drug alert! In Albania, smugglers have been | 
training mules to carry drugs into Greece without 
anyone leading them. At Moscow airport, mean- 
while, a man was caught smuggling four pounds of 
cannabis into the country by pretending it was a 
club foot. The man in question was first-time traf- 
ficker Yvgeny Stashenko, 43, who purchased the 
cannabis in Pakistan hoping to sell it for a huge 
profit in his native country. "I'd thought it through 
carefully," he explained, "and decided they were less 
likely to search someone with a disability." To this 


| 


did arrive, however, it wasn't what he'd asked for, 
and a further hour elapsed before the right meal was 
served whereupon he ate it in silence, paid and 
walked out. Five minutes later the waitress went to 
clear his table, only to discover that rather than a 
tip, the man had severed his ear and left it on a 
plate with a note saying: "Maybe this will help you 
listen to what your customers order!" "I was very 
upset," said the waitress. "Particularly since be didn't 
leave any money with it." 


end he bandaged the cannabis to his foot in such a 
way as to make it look as if the foot was deformed, 
and duly hobbled his way through customs. All 
went according to plan, with sympathetic officials 
waving him through, and he would probably have 
got away with it had he not inadvertently done a 
fleet-footed victory jig in the arrivals hall, thereby 
raising the suspicions of security staff, who arrested 
him. "I knew I should have gone for the hunched 
back instead," opined an annoyed Mr Satashenko. 


Articles compiled by Paul Sussman in The Big Issue, London, England's street-sold magazine 


careers and help them get into companies or get started in 


their own businesses, Courses include information about cur- 


rent hot business trends, Business Marketing and 
Management techniques, Computer Applications and 
“Training” in business skills to enable people to move into 
great opportunties and perform successfully. 


CALL NOW 424-2103 


For a Free Consultation 
* Student financing possible 
* Job Placement assistance available 


MarTech College 
Suite #908, 


GRAND RAPIDS 
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PO Box 500 
Grand Rapids, MB 
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10030-107 St., Edmonton, 424-2103 
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obert Fisher is by no means a 
RR tia lawyer”. He’s simply a 

volunteer advocate who has a natural 
ability and inclination for assisting people in 
legal grievances. Operating out of his 
apartment, Robert helps with an array of 
legal problems for clients who are usually 
welfare recipients or people with handicaps 
on AISH (Assured Income for the Severly 
Handicapped.) 


An epileptic himself and dependent on a 
disability pension, Robert relies on the 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms as an essen- 
tial reference and routinely briefs his clients 
on their legal rights. 


Robert's services are absolutely free. His 


reasons for helping to challenge legal matters | 


stems back to discrimination he encountered 
15 years ago, being refused service at a restau- 
rant in Rocky Mountain House because of his 
epilepsy disability. 

“I was Classified as mentally retarded in 
the community. I was a working man, and in 


Bob's advent 
HORS AYE RTE 
From West to East by train, April 1 to April 16. 


irst I spent three glorious days visiting family 
and friends in Vancouver: a good time. I picked 
up my rail pass there and left April Sth. I'd never 


been east of Saskatchewan. 


On the train I took lots of pictures, but then some- 
how lost the film on the train. | met many interest- 


ing people, from as far away as Japan. 


I had-12 days of travel with this pass. | arrived in 
Toronto in the evening of April 8th, exhausted. 
Nowhere to stay! I wandered the streets, visited a few 
restaurants. The next morning | headed to London 
where I stayed with some friends over the long week- 
end. We had a good time, drank some beer, had a few 
laughs. Jody, Buck and John were great and fed me 
very well. We went for a drive in the country and they showed 
me their trailer. I went to a flea market in town and bought some 


sunglasses and a new CD. 


| my claim to 
| court.” 

| Robert 

| eventually 
| took his 

| complaint 


1983 they 
discrimi- 
nated 
against me 
SO | took 


to the 
mbudsman 
in Ottawa 
before 
achieving 
satisfaction. 

After 
that Robert * 
was inspired by the legal system’s ability to 
empower. He continued on with his fight to 
defend the rights of victims of injustice and 
became a self-made advocate. 

“I’m a peacemaker. | try to get things 
turned around and see if I can get them 
resolved before they go to court. I listen to 
complaints, | listen to the other person, I 
explain that I’m helping. 


Robert would like to set up his own non- 
profit advocacy organization. He has planned 
for a board of people he’s helped in the past. 
If anyone has problems, Robert invites you to 
contact him at 478-7863. 


felt really good. 


To keep a long story very short, my last stop on this great 
adventure, was Niagara Falls on Monday April 12. | found a room 


close by the train station. From Noon to 10 that night I just 


nd 


Supporters 


Thank you to the following businesses and organizations 
whose support helps publish this magazine. We invite you 
to take your business to them as supportive community 
businesses and organizations. 


A Cappella Catering 
12704-1 10th Avenue 
Edmonton,AB 

T5M 2L7 

454-2642 


Alberta Traffic Suppl 
itd. pply 


7798 16 Street 
Edmonton AB 
T6P IL9 

403 440 4114 


Barrhead Golf & 
Recreation Area 
PO Box 4090 
Barrhead AB 

T7N IAI 

1-888 674 3053 


Chief Automotive 
Distributors Ltd. 
4920 99 Street 
Edmonton AB 

T6E 3N6 

403 437 1030 


Clifford Kemp 
Personal Injury 
Lawyer 

11523 100 Avenue 
Suite 205 
Edmonton AB 
TSK 08 

403 488 0972 


966 Elm Street 
Pincher Creek AB 
TOK |WO 

403 627 313) 


European Food Ltd. 
10045 81 Avenue 
Edmonton AB 

T6E |W7 


walked and explored. I went down to 
the Falls, took pictures, went on the 
boar, where a rain jacket is required. | 
stopped by a local pub and chatted 


with people. 


. The next morning | headed back to 
Toronto, had breakfast and got back on the train for Edmonton. 
Three days later I got back to Alberta, on April 16. I took the bus 
back to Calgary. I was tired and exhausted when I got home, but I 


by Rob Champion, an Our Voice vendor in Calgary 


_— E an S Funeral Home | 


Focus On You 
1131 1-104 Ave 
Edmonton,AB 
T5K 2S] 
424-2487 


Getty Denture Clinic 
10025 106 Street Suite 
1202 

Edmonton AB 

T5) 1G4 

403 422 8758 


JA Matheson Equities 
11914 129 Avenue 
Edmonton AB 

T5E 0N3 

403 455 6688 


Liquor World 

3828 Calgary Trail North 
Suite 100 

Edmonton AB 

T6) 7A9 

435 1444 


Micheneer Allen 
Auctioneering 

June 19 Industrial Sales 
June 20 over 1400 Cars, 
Trucks & RVs 

Hwy 16 West, Bevington 
Road 

Edmonton,AB 

470 5584 


Mr. Samosa Ltd. 
9630 142 Street 
Edmonton AB 
TSN 2NI 

403 451 5687 


Vendors buy their copies of the paper to 
sell and pay up to 60 cents apiece. (If 
they buy 50 or more they get a dis- 
count), Many vendors start with some 
copies on credit, and build up to a siz- 
able inventory, that they sell. 


Northern Alberta 
Prosthetic & Orthotic 
Services Ltd. 

11024 127 Street 
Edmonton AB 

T5M 0T2 

403 452 9513 


Sedgewick Limited 
10130 103 Street 
Edmonton AB 

T5) 3N9 

420 0777 


Ten Thousand Villages 
220 Crowchild Trail NW 
Calgary,AB 

T2N 2R2 

270-063 | 


Track N’ Trail 
10148 82 Avenue 
Edmonton AB 
T6E 1Z4 

403 432 1707 


Wal-Mart Canada Inc. 
375 Bellrose Drive 
St.Albert AB 

T8N 3K8 

458 1629 


433 0014 


INDEPENDENT 
BUSINES 


Help a great cause 
Advertise in 


Big John 
Roberts 


John has been vending Our Voice in Calgary for some 
welcome! time. He’s our tallest vendor at 6’ 10”, and a 
pretty imposing fellow, but 
St. Stephen’s Anglican Church } once you get to know him, 


1121 - 14th Ave. SW he’s a very gentle giant. 
John has sold in Edmonton 
God loves ALL God’s children! in the past too, but now lives 
Worship: Sunday 8, 9:15 & 10:45 am in Calgary, and is very 
Thursday 10 am happy working here. 


The chane an for nrave n ; ari * 

The chapel is open for prayer, Thursday, Friday 5-7 pm John regularly works out- 
side the Safeway in downtown 
Calgary, and a lot of people 


CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL THE know him there. John says he particularly wants to thank 


his customers for buying the magazine from him and for 


DRIFTPILE FIRST NATION GRADUATES} all their support. 


D riftp 1 l Ee Vendor Name _ 
AV.C. Campus 


Our OUR VOICE VENDOR’S CODE 


* | will be sober at all times while working 


Vi : * | will be polite to all members of the public 
oice * | will vend only in areas that are authorized 


Building Better Futures 


10450 - 42 Avenus INE CAMIANITONI 


REVELSTOKE Canada T6J 6X4 


HOME CENTRES LTO. 
Telephone: (403) 437-8080 
Facsimile: (403) 435-2020 


AWO-TAAN 
NATIVE WOMEN’S SHELTER 


BY JOHN ZAPANTIS 


Susan Kerr remembers the day three years ago 
when.she met Teddy, an Our Voice vendor out- 
side the Edmonton main library. “I asked him 
about it, and then I went down and bought a 
hundred papers, my permanent tag and every- 
thing right off the bat.” 


PO Box 6084, 
Station A 
Calgary, AB. 
T2H 213 


Tel: 531-1970 
Fax: 531-1977 


And she says she enjoys her work as a 
vendor. “People are friendly, they're 
great down here. The seniors are fantastic, the peo- 
ple are fantastic, and the little monsters are great,” 
she laughs. 


OLEERTO FEDERATION OF Lesaur 


PROBLEM 
GAMBLING 


If you are concerned about 
the impact gambling is 
having on your finances, 
your family relationships or 
some other area of your life, 
talk to us. We're here to 
help. Contact your locai 
AADAC office or call 
1-800-665-9676. 


Susan’s is often doing sidewalk chalk art, and 
that got her a photo on the front cover of the 
Edmonton Journal recently. She's also a poet who 
has been published in the magazine and in the 
Songs of the Street. 


She often sells on Whyte Avenue at 109 Street 
by the Safeway, or at the University LRT sta- 
tion or at Gazebo Park in Old Strathcona. 


Susan says the income she makes from sell- 


fins arabes ing Our Voice helps take care of her fami- 
and Drug Abuse ly’ ds. “It hel lly, hel : 
Gostarisaion y's needs. elps me personally, helps 


my daughter make it through school. It 
helps me to go ahead and keep myself on 
an equilibrium. 


Our Voice ET] 


dlers have been through the cycle and have burned their 
bridges with these kinds of places. 


“We looked at a variety of sce- 
narios. We thought the Help 
Card was a good way to go 
That way we weren't simply 


saying that we don’t care, we’re 


Edmonton's not the only city to try to tackle begging 
In Calgary there’s a by-law that makes it illegal to ask peo- 
ple for money on the streets. In Vancouver, a panhandler 
giving people some choices, an can be fined $2000 
-MacDonald 


yitlet id roe\ 
outlet,” said Fargey 


s from being poor and that 


None of this stops the beggar 
of 


{ rai TY ; 
Ip Card 1s given out by no . ) h on th jet ; 1 
The Helj ard Is given Ou poverty is a huge gash on the face of society. Every man 


+} ‘ 


the merchants supporting tl I 
the merchants supporting t there has their 


woman, €acn DOY and girl, out Own Nil 


" y © their tomers in ; : : ; : 
campaign to their customers in tory and reasons for having to beg for money on the str 
case they encounter a panhandler Palle Nicol eg ha Has the Wi 
] é all icOlajsen 1S the police officer who nas the f 
On the back it lists numerous - ee eee are : seat 

re SS eee ee Avenue beat. “There are several kinds of these people. 
social agencies that deal with lize | 1} site nal 

nard to generalize, because they all have reasons for be 
poverty and people on the street rh j 1 hicts ete 2 dl b 
Y Roe there. There are the derelicts from downtown, the bums as 
including the shelters, the food < ; : ; babl a 4 ; na , ' 
Saes Spe? we call them, which is probably not the most politically 
bank, and Social Services. A quick ~ "| on etl th : bli 
- SS : correct term,” he says. “They are the ones who the pu 
survey showed only about half of : ae: eacen ; ‘t x ‘ : . 2 * 
“ie < ind most offensive because they are dirty, grubby, smelly 
the businesses on Whyte Avenue are Se ee US seer leg a 


in favour of the campaign. and the addicts. They are the reason for the public outcry. 


“Then there are the kids who have no homes and are 
st trying to subsist, they’ve fallen through the social net- 
ork and are not comfortable with shelters for many rea- 
ons. Then there are the ones who do it for the fun of it, to 
ly booze or dope or whatever they need. There's too many 
of them. It’s a real nuisance,” says Nicolajsen. 


Another business owner says: “That 
tough love approach isn’t going to 
work. Most of the people who pan- 
handle anywhere have been facing tough love all of their 
lives. They need support and acceptance. | accept them on 
this street. It's part of the evolving culture here. They are 
still my customers. They are as important to me as the ones 
who think they earn their money with dignity. These peo- 
ple need to have dig- 


Jamie is one of the kids who you might think is panning 
for kicks. But the truth is he was kicked out by his parents 
and has gone through a set of foster parents. 


Jamie says he can make more money panhandling than 
working. But under this bravado, he is a teenage boy who 
admits: “I’m totally lost, but I feel safe out here.” He’s not 
alone, many of the panhandlers are young people, many 
with painful stories to tell about the reasons they are out on 
the streets. 


Walters 
Talking to Jamie brought out the fact that he was sexu- 
ally abused as a child and was forced to the streets at 
the age of thirteen. He was placed in foster care, but 
ran away for fear of the abuse being repeated. He feels 
safer on his own. He has never learmed_to read and has 
few skills other than the street smarts he haStevel._ 
oped. Like other kids the outer shell that is displayed: 


“I live on the streets, because it’s cool, or becatise my 
: 7 } 77 14 $ On but wt rvs 


don’t want to have to look out of 
my window and feel guilty every 
time there’s someone out in front 


i +f 


Of my store asking everyone who 
walks by them for money. I don’t 
want my customers to feel that 
way either. It’s keeping them 
away. Something had to be done,” says an emotional 
business owner on Edmonton’s Whyte Avenue. 


In the past few years panhandling on Alberta’s com- 
mercial streets has increased monumentally. The num- 
ber of people opening up shop on corners and asking 
passers-by if they can spare any change, has angered 
many business owners. And shoppers, too, get fed up 
with people in their face, wanting money. 

So ask the panhandlers why they are there. They 
might tell you they can make more than if they were 
working. That sounds pretty brave but most of the 
time there’s a lot more to their story than that. 


The panhandling controversy has sparked a cam- 
paign in Edmonton. The Whyte Avenue merchants, in 
conjunction with the Old Strathcona Business 
Association (OSBA), have set out to discourage panhan- 
dlers. They’ve hung posters in shop windows and along 
the Avenue. The slogan: “IF YOU 
WANT CHANGE 

DON’T GIVE 

CHANGE.” 
“We 
received 


people said they 


nity too. This initiative takes that away from them and 


really a surreptitious persona. The-cool defence is used 
to hide or disguise the shame they feel for the real rea- 
sons they are in these situations. 


“Tl guess if people stop giving us money 
we'll have to move downtown, but that sure is a dif- 
ferent scene. Whyte Ave was pretty cool and all for us 
young people. We feel pretty safe around here. 
Downtown can be pretty scary, but we have to do 
what we have to do. We'll pan down there. You know 
I tried-even putting some ketchup on the Help Card, 
but it still didn’t taste very good.” he added smiling. 


Jonas Trabuck, a retired school teacher who spends 
some time drinking coffee and strolling along Whyte 
is more tolerant of the panhandlers. “I think it’s my 
choice to help people if I wish. No one has the right 
to tell me or anyone for that matter whether or not | 
can give my money to the needy. I’m not about to 
judge them and determine their needs by giving them 


a card telling them where we, the ‘respected upstanding’ 
members of our community think they should go. If people 
have a problem with it they can stay home in their own 
fantasy worlds, but here life is real and if they’re too scared 
to face it, then they should do something about it that will 
actually help solve the real issues, not just.cover it up and 
pretend it doesn’t exist,” he says. 


are not coming to Old Strathcona 
anymore. It wasn’t an isolated incident. It was the 
tone, a constant. We have a high number of seniors living 
in the area,” said Dawn Fargey-MacDonald, executive direc- 
tor of the OSBA. “A lot of what this program has to do with 
is people taking responsibility for society. Trying to empow- 
er others to help themselves.” 


most of them have very little left.” 


Of the agencies listed on the Help Card, the Youth 
Emergency Shelter is the only one who takes anyone under 
the age of eighteen. All the agencies, including the Youth 
Shelter, are full up. Emergency Social Services cannot pro- 
vide immediate assistance, and often many of the panhan- 


